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Grand Teton National Park News Release

Motorcycle Accident Results in Fatality

Grand Teton National Park rangers responded to a vehicle accident one mile south of
Triangle X Dude Ranch on Highway 26/89/191 at approximately 3:15 p.m. on Thursday,
July 8. Chester “Chet” Firestone, age 51, of Lowell, Oregon was driving his motorcycle
northbound when he lost control and laid the bike down onto the roadway. Firestone
sustained serious internal injuries and was pronounced dead shortly after arriving at the St.

John’s Medical Center in Jackson, Wyoming.

Teton Interagency Dispatch received a cell phone call from a passing motorist who came
upon the accident scene shortly after it happened and park rangers immediately responded
to provide emergency medical assistance to the single injured patient. Although Firestone
was alert when rangers first arrived, his condition deteriorated while he was being
transported to St. John’s Medical Center and park emergency medical technicians began
CPR while enroute to the hospital. Medical personnel continued CPR at the hospital until
Firestone was pronounced dead.

At the time of the accident, Firestone and two male companions Ken Petersen, age 61, of
Eugene, Oregon and Riley Lott, age 59, of Springfield, Oregon were traveling together by
separate motorcycles on their way to tour Yellowstone National Park. For reasons not yet
known, Firestone tipped his bike sideways while trying to avoid a stationary car which was
parked along the roadway. His motorcycle skidded toward the car while he was thrown
from his bike and tumbled on the asphalt.

Park rangers closed Highway 89 for approximately 15 minutes and resumed one-way traffic
for three hours until an investigation could be completed and wreckage removed.

This marks the second highway-related fatality in the park this year.
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